Actual annual working time
in France and in Europe in 2013

Summary of the Working Paper N.49 :
“La durée effective du travail en France et en Europe” (June 2014)

At the beginning of 2012, we published a set of previously unpublished data on the actual annual wor-
king time in countries of the European Union, calculated by Eurostat, at the request of Coe-Rexecode,
using Labor Force Surveys (Working Document No. 29, January 2012). The results were based on the
period 1998 — 2010. The data remedies the fact that “the average number of work hours actually wor-
ked per week in the principal activity” published by Eurostat on its web site does not allow a deter-
mination of the actual annual working time, meaning the time actually devoted to production and
which takes into account non-working periods. In point of fact, people with jobs but who had not
worked during the week they were questioned about because, for example, they were on annual leave,
are excluded from the denominator on the calculation of the average. This leads to a seeming increase
in the average number of hours actually worked per week in the principal sector.

This new working document presents the updated results for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 as well
as additional data requested from Eurostat. The latest surveys support all of our previous conclu-
sions.

According to Eurostat’s Labor Force survey, out of the 28 countries of the European Union, the actual
working time of full-time salaried employees in 2013 was the weakest in Finland (1,648 hours)
and in France (1,661 hours) and was the highest in Greece (2,010 hours) and in Romania (2,099 hours).
The actual average annual working time of full-time salaried employees was 1,781 hours in Italy, 1,847
hours in Germany and 1,900 hours in the United Kingdom.

For part-time salaried employees in the countries of the European Union, the actual average working
time in 2013 was the weakest in Portugal (808 hours) and in Denmark (843 hours) and was the highest
in Hungary (1,146 hours) and in Romania (1,272 hours). The actual average annual working time for
part-time salaried employees was 851 hours in Germany (46% of the working time of a full-time salaried
employee), 864 hours in the United Kingdom (45% of a full-time employee), 993 hours in France (al-
most 60% of the working time of a full-time employee) and 1,012 hours in ltaly (58% of a full-time em-
ployee).

Lastly, in 2013, for full-time non-salaried workers, the actual average annual working time among the
28 European countries was the lowest in Bulgaria (1,744 hours) and in Estonia (2,005 hours) and was
the highest in Austria (2,479 hours) and in Belgium (2,659 hours). In all the European countries, the
non-salaried work longer than the salaried but in noticeably different proportions. The actual average
annual working time for full-time non-salaried workers was 2,038 hours in the United Kingdom (+7%
in comparison to a full-time salaried employee), 2,151 hours in Italy (+21% in comparison to a full-



time salaried employee), 2,399 hours in Germany (+27% in comparison to a full-time salaried em-
ployee) and 2,372 hours in France (+43% in comparison to a full-time salaried employee).

The actual average annual working time for all salaried employees (both full-time and part-time)
can also be calculated. For all salaried employees, full-time and part-time, the actual average annual
working time in 2013 is 1,536 hours for France, 1,580 hours for Germany, 1,636 hours for Italy and
1,637 hours for the United Kingdom. This is a question of working time averages between very diffe-
rent categories. These depend as much on the differences in employment structures between countries
(the proportion of part-time workers and full-time workers is very different from one country to ano-
ther) as they do on the differences in working times of workers placed in comparable situations. They
are, therefore, ambiguous as they mix a message on working times and a message on the choices or
the constraints of part-time work in the different countries. The two subjects are important but they
fall under different analyses and, probably, different policies.

We are also publishing, for France and Germany, the first available data on the actual average
working time of full-time salaried employees by business sector calculated by Eurostat and based
on the Labor Forces Survey. The actual working time of full-time salaried employees in 2013 is the hi-
ghest in the agricultural sector (1,767 hours) and the market services sector (1,729 hours). It is a little
more than 1,660 hours in the industry and construction sectors. It is significantly weaker in the non-
market sectors (1,589 hours or 72 hours less than the economy average). A hierarchy similar to that
of France can be found for Germany. The actual average annual working time is weaker in France in
all business sectors but especially in the non-market sector (a difference of 218 hours between France
and Germany).

Amandine Brun-Schammé

Copyright Coe-Rexecode, July 2014




Actual annual working time in countries
of the European Union (1998-2013)

Annexe to the working paper N.49 (june 2014)

Full time employees
Part time employees
All salaried employees

Full-time-non-salaried workers

Source Eurostat, «Labor Force Survey »
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